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May, 2009 
 
Dear Educator,  
 
Teenagers often question authority and test their boundaries.  The YMCA DC Youth & 
Government program, a vetted partner for DCPS and a number of charter schools, 
channels these natural tendencies in a positive direction by encouraging teenagers to 
become authority figures and set new boundaries.  YMCA DC Youth & Government is 
a civics education and mock government program that challenges teens to address 
problems, create solutions and become leaders. 
 
Throughout the year, Youth & Government students participate in this valuable 
experimental learning program that combines civics education, leadership 
opportunities, and community service.  The program’s classroom experience and 
school year events culminate with the Youth Legislative Weekend, which gives students 
a chance to develop bills and debate issues that are important to them.  Students act as 
DC City Council members, and every year, they elect a Youth Mayor to represent them 
in the City. 
 
We are currently recruiting new delegations for the 2009‐2010 school year.  Through 
intensive exercises, participants improve their analytical and writing skills—skills that 
are vital to academic and career success.  Our program staff will provide training in 
August for interested teachers, one to two college volunteers to assist in the 
classroom, and a thorough curriculum to implement the program.  Additionally, 
students receive community service hours for participating in Youth & Government.  
Thanks to the assistance of community organizations and our generous donors, the 
program is provided at no cost to your school!   
 
DCPS and many charter schools throughout the City have implemented the program in 
a variety of ways: incorporating the program into their DC history, government, general 
Social Studies or English curriculum, creating an after school club, placing their Student 
Council members in the program, or utilizing their existing Mock Trial or Debate 
programs.  Please consider getting your school involved in this powerful and 
empowering program.  To form a delegation, your school needs one faculty adviser.  
To get started today, please return the enclosed interest form or call our program team 
at (202) 369‐9975. 
 
If you would like to learn more about YMCA DC Youth & Government, we will be happy 
to send you additional information, or you can visit our website at dcyag.org.  We are 
excited to work with you as we expand this effective program and provide more 
teenagers with the opportunity to become ethical leaders and responsible citizens.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jason L. Reimer, Esquire 
Chairman and Founder 
YMCA DC Youth & Government 
 
Enclosures: Program Overview, Washington Post Articles, Interest Form 

          Empowering youth to become ethical leaders and responsible citizens  



Students Focus on Change, Hope at This Year’s Legislative Weekend 

Following the tone of the 
recent election season, YMCA DC 
Youth & Government students fo-
cused on creating change and hope at 
this year’s Legislative Weekend.  In 
his opening address, Youth Mayor 
Damien White issued a call for stu-
dents to stand up and make change.  
White both emphasized the need for 
students to work together as a com-
munity and encouraged participants 
to recognize that creating change is a 
lifelong process.  In one of the 
speech’s most powerful moments, 
White stated “My influence is limit-
less.  I create my own borders.  I am 
change.” 

Advocating for change also 

formed the powerful core of the mes-
sage delivered by the opening cere-
mony’s keynote speaker Councilmem-
ber Harry Thomas Jr.  Inspiring stu-
dents to create change in their commu-
nities, Thomas emphasized the impor-
tance of public service and drew on ex-
amples from the civil rights movement.  
Thomas charged students to “Take 
what you learn and become the candle, 
the light in your community…It starts 
with one and multiples from there.”  
Students were inspired by this call to 
leadership.  Following the message, one 
student explained, “He motivated us to 
be activists and public intellectuals in a 
community that needs young voices to 
define the conditions of the future. 

In the environment 
created by these messages, stu-
dents moved forward into the 
week inspired to become the 
responsible citizens and ethical 
leaders the program seeks to 
create.  Youth moved between 
the chambers throughout the 
weekend, engaging in heated 
debates on bills, reporting on 
events in “The Youth News” 
newsletter, hearing speeches 
from candidates for positions at 
next year’s Legislative Week-
end, and voting on a wide 
range of legislation. 

 

YMCA DC Youth & Government 
2008-2009 in Review 

 

Students Learn Skills for Engagement at November Youth Summit 

The 7th Annual Youth Summit 
took place on Friday, November 14, 
2008 at the University of the District of 
Columbia. Dr. Sarah Stiles, the Pro-
gram Director for DC Youth & Gov-
ernment, commenced the event and 
the beginning of the new school year.  
Dr. Stiles welcomed new and old stu-
dents with a very entertaining and cap-
tivating slideshow that displayed the 
enthusiasm and excitement experienced 
from student participants throughout 

the years. Dr. Stiles welcomed the Youth 
Mayor Damien White to introduce himself 
and provide words of encouragement to 
his fellow delegates. Guest speaker Tyrell 
Holcomb, a previous DC Youth & Gov-
ernment participant, motivated the stu-
dents with an excellent speech about real 
change witnessed in the world of politics. 

The students were broke up into 
groups, met with group leaders, and dis-
cussed the issues they faced at school and 
in their community. The Youth Summit 

opened the students up to ideas 
on how to debate and how to 
form a bill regarding these is-
sues. The summit prepared the 
students for the upcoming year 
and Legislative Weekend. 

“I am powerful. My influence is 
limitless. I create my own borders. 

I am change.” - 2009 Youth 
Mayor Damien White 









 



YMCA DC Youth & Government 
Program Interest Form  

 

Delegation Name _________________________________________________________________ 

Faculty Advisor  __________________________________________________________________ 

School Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

Home Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

Cell Phone _______________________   Email _________________________________________ 

Estimated number of delegates _________________________ 
 
 

For Office Use Only  
Date Received in Office By  

Delegation Coordinators Assigned: 

 
Delegation Student Leader/AB:_______________________________________________________  

Summit Registration _____ Actual Attendance ____  

 
Credentials Received _____ With Release Forms _____ 

Hotel/Meals ____  

Leg Weekend Actual Attendance____  

 
Other:  
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